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RETAIL SHOPPING HOURS 

694. Mrs D.J. GUISE to the Premier: 
Can the Premier inform the House of the State Government’s plan to progress the debate on retail shopping 
hours in Perth? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Before the Premier has uttered a word, there have been five interjections.  That is just 
ridiculous and it will not continue. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
Methinks this might be one of those weeks.  Let us all take a deep breath. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the member for Kalgoorlie for the first time.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Let us all take a deep breath and allow the peace and serenity associated with the Lord 
Buddha to descend upon us in this Parliament this week, because if we do not it will be a pretty interesting week.   

The issue of trading hours has been widely debated throughout Western Australia.  Our current system is a mess, 
and it is creating legal uncertainty.  There is significant debate in the community about this issue.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected.    

The SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the National Party! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  There is also the obstructionist attitude of the Liberal Party towards any change in Western 
Australia today.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Earlier this year the Government put forward an approach that would have solved this matter.  
That was a fair and balanced plan.  However, the Legislative Council knocked back that plan.  There is now legal 
uncertainty and significant debate.  The Government will solve this matter once and for all by referring it to the 
people of Western Australia.   

Government members:  Hear, hear!  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Why would the Liberals and the Greens (WA) want to prevent the people of Western 
Australia from solving this matter for the Parliament of Western Australia?  Let us take this issue beyond the 
vested interests and refer it to the people.  That is what we need to do.  For too long the vested interests have 
controlled this debate.  Let the people now make their choice on this issue.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  How much is this going to cost? 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  It will cost the member for Kalgoorlie one call to order.  Once again I call on the 
Leader of the National Party and the Leader of the Opposition not to endeavour to be thrown out this week.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We are a Government that faces up to difficult issues and provides solutions to complicated 
problems.  We are taking the State forward in many ways.  We are now taking the State forward on trading 
hours.  We will allow the people of Western Australia to determine this matter.  We pledge to bring into the 
Parliament legislation based upon what the people say.  We are leading this State by listening to the people of 
this State.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.    

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the member Nedlands for the first time.   
 


